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Collective worship 

This half-term we have explored Jesus the “Way Maker” as part of our 

reflection for Lent. Through this we have considered some of the  qualities   

Jesus displayed, such as being: servant-hearted; 

compassionate; accepting; bold; forgiving and being 

a light in the darkness. As with all our worship, we 

always reflect back to ourselves and our own lives—

how can these qualities be a part of who we are and 

how we live with others? 

All of the children, from Nursery to year 6,  have    

created their own “Way Maker” Easter worship, 

with words and songs, and we hope you enjoy sharing this with us as we end 

the term and reflect on the true meaning of Easter. 



Confirmed Diary Dates: 

 

Academic Year 2021-2022 

Spring 2nd Half Term - Monday 28th February - Friday 8th April 

Easter Holiday -  Monday 11th April - Friday 22nd April 

Summer 1st Half Term - Monday 25th April - Thursday 26th May 

Early May Bank Holiday - Monday 2nd May 

Summer Half Term Holiday -  Friday 27th May - Monday 6th June 

Summer 2nd Half Term - Tuesday 7th June - Friday 22nd July 

 

Please be  reminded we 

are unable to  authorise 

any   holidays unless there 

are genuinely exceptional 

circumstances. 

Thank you for your            

support with this. 

 



Values in Action Award 

Reception: Parker, Teegan and Lydia 

Year One: Julia, Lily and Harmony 

Year Two: Harper, Poppy and  

Marcelina 

Year Three: Ella-May, Louis and Lily 

M 

Year Four: Louis, Jamie and  

Jessica 

Year Five: Alexandra, Oliver and Mi-

ka 

Year Six: Jacob M, Freya and Anna 

Learners of the Week Award 

Reception:  Amelia Louise and Tim 

Year One: Logan, David and Lily 

Year Two: Rose, Jake and Amelia 

Year Three: Lydia, Molly and Chris-

tian 

Year Four: Harper, Keira and Gerard 

Year Five: Holleigh, Leland and Kor-

nelia 

Year Six: Jessica, Scarlett, Cerys 



WWJD Award Spring 2022 

 

Reception: Ivy 

Year One: Lyra and Reggie 

Year Two: Eliza 

Year Three: Rebeca 

Year Four: Louis 

Year Five: Alexandra 

Year Six:  Rufus 

Child of the Term Spring 2022 

 

Reception: Nahla 

Year One: Louie and Ethan 

Year Two: Brody 

Year Three: Gracie 

Year Four: Sadie 

Year Five: Oliver 

Year Six: Jamie 



Whole School                                                     

Writing Project 2022 



Whole School Writing Project 2022 



Supporting Spelling at Home 

Research shows that learning to spell and learning to 

read are closely linked—learning more about the        

relationships between letters and sounds and the      

mechanics of spelling can ultimately result in better 

progress with reading. But we know from experience 

that spelling, particularly when words do not conform 

to learnt patterns, can be a challenging  experience for 

some. So what can we do to support our children with 

this? Below are just a few suggestions of activities or strategies that you may find helpful 

to try at home, to keep the experience of learning together positive and enjoyable. 

1)  Using your phonics 
Phonemic awareness is hearing individual sounds in words, 
and letter sounds—breaking words into individual 
sounds. Show children what happens when you change a 
sound. For example, sound out hat (h-a-t), then say the 
word. Then say the sounds in mat (m-a-t) and say the 
word.  Write it down so they can see the change. Talk 
about which sounds are different and which sounds are the 

same. Encourage your child to  practice breaking words apart and blending them            
together.  Initially, there may be lots of phonetic errors (eg w.o.sh rather than w.a.sh) - 
this is totally normal and as their phonic/spelling experience grows they will learn to 
make increasingly accurate choices.                  
 
2) Look for chunks in words. 
Chunks are more than one letter together that usually make the 
same sound (e.g., ch, sh, br, ple, all, ate, at). Practice writing  
words that use the same chunks to create word families eg           
mate, plate, date. 

3) Practice rhyming words. 
Share traditional nursery rhymes to help children understand 
what a rhyme is. Practice making rhyming families together. 

Once they have the hang of it, encourage them to tell you a word 
and list several words that rhyme with it. Encourage them to 
write rhyming words down as well. 

Start with a common word pattern such as “im.” Show them how adding a letter in front of 
“im” and changing that letter produces a list of several rhyming words. 



Supporting Spelling at Home 

  

If children are ready to move beyond phonics, or are unable to access this way of working, 

here a few more activities that may promote progress with spelling. 

4. Use rule-based strategies 
Once rules are second nature, children will be able to spell thousands of words                     
independently. There are many spelling rules, so refer to your child’s year group                 
expectations (National curriculum document will provide this) for guidance as to which 
rules are appropriate for your child. A few examples include:  

• Double the consonants “f”, “s”, and “l” in one-syllable words with a single vowel (e.g. 
full, pass, staff). 

• If you add a suffix to a word ending in “y”, the “y” changes to an “I” (e.g. try becomes 
tried). 

• Use “-k” or “-ck” instead of “c” when a word ends in the /k/ sound. “-K” for words with 
long vowel sounds (e.g. “silk”), “-ck” for short vowels (e.g. “pick”). 

• Split digraphs (Special Friends) a-e  i-e  o-e  u-e need a silent e at the end of a word 
(e.g. made/time/ rope/rude).    

• Q and u are always a pair (quiz, quiet). 

 
5. Use mnemonics (memory aids) 

 These might be rhymes, allegories, or 
even images – they are often quite silly! 

• “O U lucky duck” for words with 
“ould” (would could should ) 
• Say as spells  -  “Wed—nes—day” 
• “There’s a rat in preparation” 
• Laugh  =  Laugh And  U  Get Happy 
 
 
 
6. Use dictionaries/on-line tools 
Teach children how to use traditional and on-line dictionaries to look up and check words 
they want to spell. Play games (fastest to find/silly sentences/words in words/word           
scavenger hunt/ definition challenge/match words and definitions…) 
 
Make it fun and keep it positive— an enthusiastic, “can-do” attitude to learning is a vital 
tool in your child’s journey through education! 



Community Notice 

 

Year Six Youth Group 

 

The Launceston Youth Project  

The Hangout, a local youth group, held at the Orchard 

Centre, is open Friday's from 5.30pm-9.00pm with the 

5.30pm -6.30 session, being just for year 6 pupils to 

meet others from surrounding schools, who will move 

onto Launceston College each September.                       

From 6.30 – 9.00pm is year 7 upwards.  

They have Pool, table tennis, connect 4, Wii and Ex Box along with a sound       

system, projector, art and craft with a glass kiln.  

If you ask the youth workers what the members love most, you would be 

told.... “some of our youngsters just love to sit and hangout with their friends 

in a safe, warm, technology friendly group with great youth workers. “ They        

also provide a meal and there is a tuck shop.  



Community Notice 

 

 





Young Climate Warriors 



Easter 2022 

Spring Term is nearly over and though we are all of us still working hard to achieve           

normal life alongside the continuing disruption of Covid, it has been a hugely positive 

and successful term in so many ways.                                                                                           

We have been  working hard in the last year to redesign our curriculum in a way that 

gives children a meaningful, exciting experience of all subjects, while at the same time 

giving us the space to focus on essential core skills in literacy and maths. While such an 

endeavour is always a “work in progress”, we feel this is working well and have been so 

impressed with the motivation, hard work and enthusiasm of all the children -  from 

Nursery right up to year Six! I have the great pleasure in my role to get to spend time 

with all the  children and am constantly amazed by their resilience, creativity and            

compassion for those around them and their world, as can be seen in their wonderful          

climate change display. St Catherine’s children are definitely the BEST! 

As always I want to thank all our families and all the dedicated staff, who make St               

Catherine’s the wonderfully caring, aspirational school we want it to be.  

We are sad to not be able to join together at church this year to celebrate Easter, but 

hope you all enjoy the Easter Worship that the children have created to share with you 

on Dojo and pray that you all have a happy, healthy Easter holiday. 

Pippa Warner  Head of School April 2022 

 


