
St Catherine's- Meet the Governors 
 

 

Brendan Maguire (Foundation Governor & Chair of Governors) 
Originally from London, my wife and I moved to Launceston over 20 years 
ago. Both of our sons were educated at St Catherine’s so I feel a special 
bond with the school, having seen how well they were cared for. This is one 
of the reasons I wanted to give something back to the school and 
community, by becoming a Governor then subsequently Chair. After 
working as an IT Manager in universities for over 35 years, I am now retired 
and hope to put some of my experience to good use. 
 

 

 Louise Hussey (Executive Head Teacher) 
I was born in London but grew up in Cornwall from the age of 5. I gained a 
First Class BEd (Hons) in Maths from Exeter University and then taught and 
lived in Plymouth for 8 years, marrying and having my first child before 
moving to Manchester (my husband’s home town). There I had 2 more 
children and carried on teaching part time for 6 years before deciding to 
return to bring up our family in Cornwall. I now live just outside Bude where 
I enjoy coastal walks with my children and dogs and have just taken up gig 
rowing. After working locally as an assistant head and completing my 
Headteacher qualification, I was thrilled to be able to join St Catherine’s last 
year as Head of School where my passion for teaching is directed daily to 
the challenges of ensuring high quality, inspiring education for every one of 
our wonderful pupils. 

 Pippa Warner (Head of School) 
 

 

 

Naomi Smith (Co-opted Governor) 
I was born on a ship just off Genoa in the Mediterranean before coming to 
the UK and adopted at 6 weeks. I grew up in a large family in Farnham, 
Surrey. My mother (an English teacher) was an emergency foster parent and 
ended up adopting 7 of us. I left home at 16 to study Maritime Radio and 
Radar Electronics- a Merchant Navy Radio Officer qualification.  I stayed 
ashore due to my mother’s cancer.  
I joined Her Majesty's Coastguard in 1999 in Brixham Devon after 1 year’s 
training and 4 years’ service. I realised how much I loved the job; it really 
suited me. I have since transferred to New Zealand for 2 years’ service, 
Bermuda for 1 year and finally Australia for 4 years. The advance in 
technology over the years is fascinating. 
 My 2 children live in Hampshire and from them I have 3 delightful young 
grandchildren. 
I wish every child to be able to dabble in science, think about adventure and 
flourish in their own way and I think some of my experiences can help them. 

 

 
 

Margaret Young (Co-opted Foundation Governor) 
I attended St. Stephen’s  school  in the 50s, Horwell Grammar and 
Launceston College in the 60s and returned to teach at Launceston College 
in the 70s after training in Brighton and teaching in Reading. 
I met my late husband whilst he was an Archaeologist in Launceston Castle 
and both my sons were born in the town - I have very strong ties with the 
area. 
I am a Councillor on Launceston Town Council and served as Mayor from 
2017-19.  I have organised the Youth Council for several years and feel 
strongly that young people of the town must have a voice. 
In my spare time I enjoy catering , pottery, textile work and reading.  I love 
to travel,  especially to France on family holidays. 
 



 

 

John Sanders (Co-opted Governor) 
I spent my early years moving around the country before settling in 
Tavistock, where I spent my teenage years before moving away to read 
Geology at University College London. After graduating I attended Royal 
Military Academy Sandhurst and on completion of training I commissioned 
into the Royal Logistic Corps. During my time in the Army I travelled to 
Canada, Cyprus, Germany, Nepal and completed an operational tour of 
Afghanistan.  
I met my wife Becky whilst serving. I left the Army so we could start a family 
and settled in Gloucestershire where we had our two girls. On leaving the 
Army I transitioned into the world of project delivery, where I have 
controlled and enabled the governance of many projects, programmes and 
portfolios. I was delighted to achieve a lifelong dream of settling in Cornwall 
in 2021 as I started my new role with the Met Office where I am establishing 
the project delivery capability and governance of the entire Met Office 
portfolio of change work. In my spare time I enjoy running, water sports, 
property renovation and gardening.  
I live in Launceston and both girls attend St Catherine’s.  I am really excited 
to bring my experience and skills gained from enabling governance across a 
broad cross-section of public sector and private industry in order to support 
the school in delivering the best it can for our children.   

 

 

Emma Bending (Co-opted Governor) 
Hello, my name is Emma Bending and I am really pleased to be part of the St 
Catherine’s family as a Governor.  I was born and brought up in North 
Devon before moving away to University and embarking on a teaching 
career in Gloucestershire and Wiltshire.  I returned to the county 7 years 
ago with my husband Joe and we have our lovely Labrador Merlin.  Whilst in 
education I had a particular interest in Literacy and Additional Special Needs 
and continue this interest in my Governor role.  I love the outdoors and 
gardening.  We live in a beautiful part of the country and I love to explore 

both coast and countryside. 
 

 

 

Sally Powell (Staff Governor) 
Hello. I am Sally, currently a year 5 teacher at St Catherine's and I have 
previously taught in both Year 2 and Year 4 here. Before coming to St 
Catherine's, I worked in a small Primary School in Devon and experienced 
teaching in mixed year groups. I was lucky to be able to teach all year groups 
at one time or another, from Reception to Year 6 and I can honestly say I 
have loved them all! Teaching is so much more than a job for me, it is a 
privilege and a passion and a profession I am proud to be part of.  
Before coming to teaching, I worked in Manchester managing care contracts 
for the Local Authority. Just over ten years ago I started my teaching career 
in Early Years and initially qualified as an Early Years Professional before 
completing my Primary Teacher Training. I love the challenge of supporting 
students and families in so many different ways, and seeing a child develop 
their confidence and self-belief is the greatest reward of all. I believe that a 
young person's emotional well-being is the key to reaching their potential 
and aim to make this aa key priority in my classroom.  
As a Governor, I will be committed to school development and in doing so 
hope to help to secure the best education and school experience possible 
for our very valuable young people and their families.  

 
 


